Frontier Town

Steamboat Stop

Harrison, Idaho, was a typical Western frontier
town with dirt streets, wooden sidewalks,
and false front buildings. Its first home was
built in 1891 and now serves as the Crane
House Museum. The Village of Harrison was
incorporated July 21, 1899 and grew to the
largest city in Kootenai County during its
heyday.

The water provided convenient transportation in this region, where the forests were
so thick that wagons had difficulty passing
through. Canoes and bateaus were the
main watercraft before steamboats arrived.
The paddle wheel steamers were practical
for work and popular for pleasure. They
moved freight, animals, and passengers
between Coeur d’Alene, Harrison, Cataldo,
St. Maries, and St. Joe City.

The Railroad

Gold Stampede Came Through

When the O. R. & N. Railway came through
in 1890, trains and steamers met at the
depot and Harrison became a busy transportation hub. Trains ran through town
twice a day both ways, serving about 1,000
passengers daily during Harrison's most
prosperous years in the early 1900s.

A few small gold mines were being worked in
the area when gold in “paying quantities”
was found on Pritchard Creek in the Coeur
d’Alene Mountains. A stampede ensued
during the winter of 1884 and part of it went
past here, up the Coeur d’Alene River.

Timber Boom
The timber industry took root in the 1890s.
Lumber and shingle mills and box factories
were built along the waterfront at a frenzied
pace. Harrison profitted from the discovery of
a huge silver strike upriver near Kellogg,
Idaho, because its mills were able to supply
the demand for timbers used in the extensive
underground mine workings.

Historic Harrison is located 28 miles south of
Interstate 90 on the Lake Coeur d'Alene Scenic
Byway, (Hwy. 97). Population: 203

For full descriptions of buildings and historic
waterfront, please visit harrisonidaho.org/
history.html or scan the QR code.
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Crane Historical Society. Content by South Lake Promotions Inc.

Historic Commercial
District & Waterfront

Self-Guided Walking Tour
The tour includes twenty-nine buildings
and fourteen waterfront mill and factory sites
significant to Harrison’s history. They were
built between 1891 and 1965. Nine are on
the National Register of Historic Places.
Harrison’s Historic District was developed
after the devastating fire of 1917. The
district is an intact commercial streetscape
from the late 1910s and represents architectural styles typical in small towns of that
era. In addition to existing buildings, the
tour incudes sites where there are currently
no structures, such as the city park, Hotel
Harrison site, and former mills and factories
that lined the lakeshore.

